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restrain th# evil Spirit, I ought to doubt everything and hold everythingr
as altogether suspect. Or certainly, to follow the common philosophy
and old method of reasoning, before everything it must be determined
whether there are and what are these really safe propositions, and we
must instruct beginners to keep them in -mind. Hence just as in the
former case, all are doubtful and wholly useless for the purpose of
investigating the truth. 3. If there is anything that has the least
doubt, change completely your attitude towards it and believe it to be
false. Nay, believe the opposite and employ it as a principle. Hence,
I have shut up all avenues to the truth. For what do you hope from
this: ' I have not a head; there is no body, no mind,' and a thousand
other such statements ? Do not say that your renunciation has not
been made in perpetuity, but is like a public vacation which has been
instituted jor a particular time, a month, or a fortnight, in order that
everyone may give the more heed to its observance. For let it be so,
let the renunciation be only temporary; yet it is at that time that you
are in quest of the truth, it is then that you use, nay misuse, what
you renounce, just as thou.gh the whole truth depended on that, and
consisted in that as in something fixed and stable. 'But,' you say,
'I employ this renunciation in order to make steady pedestal and
column, as architects are wont to do. Do they not construct a
temporary scaffolding and use it to hoist the column and establish
it finally in its place, and then after this has discharged its function
admirably break it up and take it away ? Why not imitate them?'
Imitate away, so Jar as I am concerned, but look out lest your
pedestal and column lean so much upon your temporary scaffolding
that they will fall if you remove it. It is this that seems to merit
censure in your method. It reposes on false foundations, and it leans
upon them so much that if they are removed it itself Jails to the
ground.

Reply 4. The Method errs by going too far. That is to say it
contrives to accomplish more than the laws of prudence require of it,
more than any mortal demands. Some people indeed seek for a demon-
stration of the existence of God and of the immortality of the human
mind. But certainly no one has hitherto been found who has not thought
that it is enough, if he knows that God exists, and that the world is
governed by him, and that the souls of men are, spiritual and immortal,
with as much certainty as the statement that 2 and 3 make 5, or
f/ have a head,3 'I have a body'; and so have made anaiety about
seeking for a higher truth superfluous. Besides, just as in the
practical life there are assured limits of certainty which quite suffice